178.   EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO S.A.B.L COMMITTEE^

June 22, 1908

. . .Smuts will repeal the Act but on conditions I cannot accept.
The conditions he makes are:

Dutch certificates not to be recognized.

Pre-war refugees, who have not Peace Preservation t certificates,
cannot enter.

Those voluntary applications that have been rejected not to be
considered by a court of law.

Those possessing educational qualifications are not to be recog-
nized. (Smuts thinks they are disqualified under the present Act. I
think that is not the case.)

It is not possible to accept the above conditions because I consider
that they miss the spirit of the compromise. . .

India Office,  Judicial and Public Records: 3722/08

179. INTERVIEW TO "THE STAR"2
[PRETORIA,
June 22, 1908]
We regret to announce that all efforts to avoid a breach of the settlement, arrived
at last January between the Government and the Transvaal Asiatics, have proved
unsuccessful...
At the request of the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Gandhi waited on frim this morning
and was permitted to peruse the draft amendment to the Immigration Restriction
Act proposed by the Government. General Smuts intimated that it was the intention
of the Government to repeal the Asiatic Registration Act.
After perusing the Act, Mr. Gandhi had an interview with the Colonial Secretary,
and raised the following points: (a) The position of the Asiatics who had made voluntary
application for registration, having given their finger-prints, and who for some reason
or other have not received their permits. Mr. Gandhi asked that, in casejs] where
permits were refused, an application or appeal should lie from the Registrar of Asiatics
to some judicial officer; (b) he also asked that those Indians outside South Africa, who
1 This is taken from a precis of events in the Transvaal sent by Ritch along with
his letter of October 6, 1908 to the Golcmial Office.
2Tfeis was sepobfehed in In&tn Qf&tm under the title "The Transvaal
TraHe; Geoesal Somte Hays Fafee".